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There was very good turnout at the January meeting to listen to Bernie’s talk and slide 
presentation on working with pines as bonsai material. Bernie discussed the advan-
tages/disadvantages, de-candling, diseases, and spring and fall care of  Black Pine 
and five needle pines. Bernie brought along three beautiful trees (see below), as well 
as providing some critique of a few trees 
brought in by members. 

Vreni has volunteered to post all the notes 
she took of Bernie’s presentation on our 
web-site.  

Bernie also discussed a soil additive, a my-
corrhizae to increase performance of the 
roots of a tree. More info on this product 
can be found by calling 888-332-7676 or 
www.bio-organics.com. I also have a bro-
chure if anyone would like more info. 
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This months program will feature on the basics of soil, making of soil and the re-potting.  This is the wrong time 
of the year to repot so member s should not bring in trees to repot, however there will be instructions  and an 
open discussion so that we can be prepared to repot when the season does arrive.  Members are reminded 
that they may always bring in trees to show or sell (remember that 10% of sale goes into club treasury) 

The second part of the meeting will be the critique of our own trees, Everyone is encouraged to bring in trees to 
have them looked at by other members. Hopefully this will help get trees ready for exhibition at our show or 
other venues or just to improve ones personal bonsai collection.�
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All regular business meeting are held on the 3rd Monday of each month at the Pond House at Elizabeth  Park in West Hartford 
from 7:00PM -9:30PM 

Officers 

President—Bob N. 

Secretary — Diana M. 

Treasurer — Dave B 

VP & Program— 

Publicity — Ben A. 

Web Page — Dave C 

Newsletter — Frank B 

Hospitality — Laura S. 
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West Hartford 4th Annual Orchid Show.  

March 18th & 19th  (Sat & Sun) 

 

Our traveling display table will be and we will be distrib-
uting GHBS flyers and bonsai literature to promote the 
club and the art of bonsai as well as our upcoming show.�

Connecticut Flower  & Garden Show—  Feb 23—26  (Thu rsday—Sunday)  

We will be setting up a smaller display this year in the Federated Garden Club educational exhibit area.  This will be a 
judged event  Todd is looking for volunteers to staff the exhibit to answer bonsai inquiries, promote the club and the art of 
Bonsai as well as hand out club promotions.  This will be an educational exhibit.   
 
Interesting Seminars sponsored by the Federated Gar den Club of Connecticut 
 
Saturday, 02/25/2006 at 5:30 PM 
Demystifying Bonsai - New England Bonsai Gardens  
Sunday, 02/26/2006 at 11:30 AM 

  Bonsai, Illusion & Reality - Todd Hansen of Greater Hartford Bonsai Society 

MidAtlantic Bonsai Societies 

2006 Spring Festival 

This years Spring Festival will mark the Twenty-Third Anniversary. The festivities will commence Friday evening, April 21, 
2006 and will continue through Sunday afternoon, April 23, 2006 at the Ramada Hotel and Conference Center in East 
Hanover, NJ. Bonsai artists featured: Shinji Suzuki (Japan), Marco Invernizzi (Italy), Francois Jeker (France), and Pauline 
Muth(USA),  Each artist will be presenting lecture/demonstrations, critiques, and workshops over the weekend.  Great 
demo material should yield excellent bonsai, all of which will be raffled. 

A big attraction as always will be the vendor area. All types of bonsai material from tools, books, pre-bonsai trees etc. will 
be available. There should also be a lot of finished trees available at reasonable prices. 

 We will need three quality trees to exhibit.  Speak with Todd if you have a tree you  would like to exhibit one. 

 

American Bonsai Society Learning Seminar   June 15- 18, 2006 

 

This years weekend long bonsai educational experience will be held at the Holiday Inn, Saratoga Springs, NY.  
There will be 32 bonsai learning classes. Each registrant will attend 4 classes, two classes each day with ex-
ceptional bonsai instructors. 

Check out the classes, bonsai instructors  and the rest of all the great plans scheduled for the weekend at 
www.absbonsai.org�

Workshops with Nick 

Drum roll please!!!   Two BYOTS workshops with Nick 
Lentz’s have been added to the schedule. Sat, April 15 and 
Sun, May.  Both are limited to 7 people. The cost will be 
$50.00 and run from 9am—4pm. Bring your own lunch.  This 
is a great opportunity to work with a very talented bonsai 
teacher. So grab your trees and a sense of humor. contact 
Todd to sign up  for a great day. 
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· January 16 — Club Meeting  with Bernie Gastrich   —  Pine Lecture        

· February  7 — Board Meeting at Todd’s 7:00PM 

· February 20 — Club Meeting at the Pond House ,  7— 9:30 

       Soil Making and Repotting & Critique Members trees 

· February 23-26 — CT Flower Show  - Bonsai Educational Display 

· March 7 —   Board Meeting 7:00PM   Location TBD 

· March 18-19 — West Hartford’s 4th Annual Orchid Show 

· March 20 — Club meeting at Pond House   Arthur Skolnic (subject TBD) 

  Monday BYOT workshop at Todd’s 1:00PM-5:00PM  

· April 4  —    Board Meeting 7:00PM.  Location TBD 

· April 15 —    BYOT Workshop with Nick Lentz  9am-4pm  Fee $50.00 

  Limit 6 people.  Location—Nicks Place 

· April 17 —  Club Meeting at the Pond House ,  7— 9:30 

  Juniper Chopshop or BYOT 

· April 21-23  —  Mid-Atlantic Bonsai Festival — East Hanover, NJ 

· May 2  —      Board Meeting 7:00PM  Location TBD 

· May 7   —     BYOT Workshop with Nick Lentz  9am-4pm  Fee $50.00 

                             Limit 6 people.  Location—Nicks Place 

· May 15  —   Club Meeting at the Pond House ,  7— 9:30    

  BYOT Workshop  

· June 6  —     Board Meeting 7:00PM  Location TBD 

· June 10 or 11    —   Club Picnic ( date, guest artist, and location TBD) 

   There is no regular meeting at the pond house this month 

· June 17 & 18 — Rose Garden Weekend at Elizabeth Park 

        Club will have an exhibit under the tent 

· July 4   —   Board Meeting ???? 

· July 15 & 16 —   25th Annual GHBS Exhibition at the Pond House 

· July 17    — Club Meeting at the Pond House   —  Beginners BYOT 
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Other Bonsai Happenings — 2006 

· June 15-18 — American Bonsai Society Learning Seminars, Saratoga Springs, NY 

· June 24 —  China Trade Bonsai Society Annual Exhibition 

  Demonstrations, Lectures, Vendor Area, Great Food 
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Happy February All 

I recently traveled to Milwaukee on business. I found myself with some down time so I got on the web and found 
“The Domes”.  What an amazing place! There’s a tropical greenhouse an d an arid greenhouse. Each greenhouse 
had a sign on the door, “Keep door closed , Keep birds inside the greenhouse.” Each greenhouse is was stocked 
with birds native to the specific environment. The third green house has changing themes and unfortunately I was 
there during the Christmas teardown so the greenhouse was closed. They were in the process of setting up the 
whole building with model train sets. Inside each greenhouse, the first of which was erected in 1964, I found amaz-
ing trees, 35’ tall cactus, shrubs, flowers and birds.  Many of the tropical trees were very old and a good reference 
for bonsai design.  See pictures on next page. 

I had a couple of hours of peace in a beautiful place.  People were wandering, sitting, and sketching, bird watching 
and simply taking in some warmth on a very brisk Wisconsin day.  If you find yourself near Milwaukee, this is worth 
seeing! 

     

              Mitchell Park Domes 

Milwaukee, Milwaukee County. June 
1968.  Altitude 1500 feet.  The three 
domes of the Mitchell park Conserva-
tory are centered in this low oblique 
photograph to the North.  The brown 
colored Menomonee River makes a 
northward bend at the top left, and the 
Layton Avenue (Highway 57, 27th 
Street) viaduct crosses the river valley 
and railroad tracks, also at the left. 
The domes house rainforest, desert, 
and seasonal botanical exhibits 

 

 

 

 

I had another interesting Bonsai related encounter over the holidays.  This one was with a book.  For Christmas I 
received a copy of Tree, A New Vision of the American Forest, by James Balog. It’s not new, first published in 2004. 
I just hadn’t got my hands on it. I highly recommend this book for any tree worshipper.  Not only is the photography 
beautiful and creatively presented, the stories about documenting trees and the histories of the trees are very inter-
esting.  This guy actually climbs 300” Redwoods and shoots them in sections as he rappels toward the ground.  
This gives the reader an unusual and very intimate view of some of the trees. 

 

Did you know the difference between a chloroplast and a blood cell is one atom???!!! Yup, Magnesium vs Iron. 
(Guess our vascular systems are pretty closely linked.) 

Did you know two Champion Trees (largest existing tree in any given species) exist here in Connecticut? (a Pinchot 
Sycamore in Simsbury and a White Oak in Granby) 

          Continued on next page 
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Meeting Cancellation Notices 

In case of inclement weather check WFSB, Channel 3 for cancellation of a regular schedule 
meeting. Bob will also send out e-mail to all those on GHBS e-mail list. 

Refreshment Volunteers for 2006 

Date  1st Person 2nd Person 

February 20 Ann Raymond & Bob David G 

March 20 Laura S Jose A 

April 17 Al G Geofrey H 

May 16  Jan W Victoria & Yuliya 

June 20 Diana M  

July 17 Jeff C Lyn W 

Ramblins—Continued 

 
Beautiful photography with a real sensitivity to presentation compliments and interesting narrative.  In the refer-
ence section I found the Eastern Native Tree Society.  This group actively seeks out Champion Trees and old 
growth patches that have escaped loggers.  Their site is easily found doing a web search as stated above.  Appar-
ently the website listed in the book is old news. 

In Tom Wessel’s, Reading the Forested Landscape, (another book I highly recommend), he reports that in New 
England the first settlers encountered Easyern White Pine old growth that looked like Redwood forests.  Pines in 
the 200” range!!!  There are still old growth patches and Champion Trees in New England.  Maybe your nect long 
weekend should be seeking out a few of these special spots!!!  Ancient or Champion trees are a great source of In 
spiration. 

 

Always thinking of trees,  T 

    Interesting Fig They even had        
Bonsai 
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