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All regular business meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of each month at the Pond House at Elizabeth  Park in West Hartford 
from 7:00PM -9:30PM. 
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November  Meeting        

Everything You Always Wanted to Know About Juniper Prostrata 

with Michael Levin 
The November meeting featured a lecture  by Michael Levin from 
Bonsai West in Littleton, Ma. Michael preferred discussing juni-
pers rather than have people watch him wire .  He brought five 
Juniper “prostrata” specimens to use in the lecture as well as 
discussing some of the trees brought in by members.  The Pros-
trata and San Jose are very similar with the San Jose having a 
little rougher bark on the trunk. For soil Michael uses primarily a 
mix of Metromix 5-10, turface and course sand.  An interesting 
point Michael made was that if you are not sure of a good soil 
mixture look at other peoples trees and those that have the 
healthier trees are the ones to try and duplicate.   The tree on the 
right  had quite a bit of movement and branching and Michael had 
the members try and find the right front.  As can be seen by the 
chopsticks it actually had two fronts. As John Naka says “If you 
cannot find the right front, find the back then turn it 180 degrees. 
Michael then showed on that tree (lower left branch) how he thins 
out the branches, always starting at the bottom and working up 
the top to get the correct symmetry.  The lower two pictures show 
the tree after one year and two years growth.  Then the third year 
the process would probably be started over depending on the 
growth and health.  Junipers do require full sun and Michael uses 
a Miracle-Gro for an all purpose fertilizer. It was a great evening 
and very informative and I am sure we all wish we had a few of 
those specimens in our collections 
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Elections of 2007 Officers  

 
The elections for the upcoming year will held at the 
December meeting on December 18.  Sully and the 
nominating committee have submitted the following 
slate for the 2007 Officers. 

President     Diana Majchrzak 

Vice President   Jeff Holmes 

Treasurer  Dave Bressem 

Recording Secretary Vreni Caudle 

 

Nominations will be accepted from the floor before the 
elections.   

There are numerous other positions within the club to 
become an active participant in the club.  To volunteer 
your time or expertise to help up please contact any 
one of the officers 

Annual Holiday Party  -   
December 18, 2006 
The Greater Hartford Bonsai Society 
annual holiday party will be held on 
Monday, Dec 18, 2006.  The location will 
be at Todd’s house in East Hartford, CT.  
For directions contact Todd or myself.  
The start time is moved up to 6:00 pm .  
It will be pot luck with the club providing 
the beverages.   

There will be some great food followed 
by a short business meeting to have the 
elections, discuss the flower show and 
our upcoming events.  Anyone or every-
one is being asked for donations for our 
auction which is typically one of our ma-
jor fundraisers and allows us to have a 
great events calendar for the next year 

2007 Events 
What a fantastic schedule Geof  (see next page) has put 
together for the upcoming year. We are very fortunate to 
have some really good bonsai teachers coming in to 
visit.  There are plenty of times open if anyone would like 
to host an  event in there garage or backyard. These are 
informal events to get together with other bonsai people 
to work and learn more about their trees and bonsai.  If 
anyone would like to host an open house event please 
contact Geof. 

 

Goef will also be looking into getting a couple of trips to 
Nick’s for some great workshops. 

 

Connecticut Flower Show—Feb 22-25, 2007 
This is great talking about spring time already.  This years show is 
moving to the new Hartford Convention Center and looks to be bigger 
and better than ever before.  Because of our good showing from last 
year we have been granted additional space.   

The Federated Garden Club has doubled our area to provide us with a 
table for our roving exhibit and educational display.  In addition we 
have another table area to have members bring in trees to work on 
and display. This is always a crowd pleaser and attracts quite a few on 
lookers.  

 

We will also have 
a 12ft x 20ft dis-
play area. We are 
planning on set-
ting up a typical 
bonsai display as 
would be found in 
a show or tokame. 
This requires a 
display stand, 
companion plant-
ing/rock, scroll. 

 

We are looking for 
about 10-2 trees.  
If you would like to exhibit a tree contact our co-chairs for the show 
Dennis & Lynn Ward. The will need to know type of tree and approxi-
mate size of display height and width. It should be noted that the trees 
will be indoors for about five days so might need a little extra care after 
the show if the are outside trees. 

 

We will also need a lot of volunteers publicity, to set-up, tear down, 
booth sitting, working on trees and generally be available to answer 
question to promote Bonsai and the club. 

2007 Dues 
 Dues for the upcoming year are due by January.  
Dave will happily accept your dues at the meetings. 
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· Dec 18   —   6:00pm   Annual Christmas Party  with Raffles & Auc tions 

  Todd’s House 

 

Start of New Year—2007 

· Jan 2  -  Board Meeting 7:00PM  Josie’s House in Glastonbury  

· Jan 25  —  Club Meeting at Pond House, 7— 9:30 

·   Tropical Workshop  —  Deciduous Tree Pruning 

· Feb 6 -  Board Meeting 7:00PM  Location TBD 

· Feb 19 —   Club Meeting at Pond House, 7— 9:30   Pauline Muth  -  Basic Botany & 5 Bonsai Styles 

  Afternoon Workshop  -  Shohin and Mame Bonsai with Shimpaku 

· Feb 22—25  Hartford Flower Show 

  GHBS  Booth & Display 

· March 6 -  Board Meeting 7:00PM  Location TBD 

· March 19 —  Club Meeting at Pond House, 7— 9:30  

·   Bernie Gastrich— Developing Pines from Nursery Stock 

· April 13 -  Board Meeting 7:00PM  Location TBD 

· April 17— Special Event  -  Guest Artist    Robert Stevens 

·   Afternoon Workshop and Evening Demo/Workshop 

· April 20-22  -  Mid-Atlantic Bonsai Society Conference 

· May 1 -  Board Meeting 7:00PM  Location TBD 

· May 8  - Special Event  -  Guest Artist  David Benavente 

· May 21 —  Club Meeting at Pond House, 7— 9:30  

  Bring Your Own Tree and wire & tools 

· May 26 & 27 -  Greater Hartford Annual Bonsai Exhibition & Show 

· June 5 -  Board Meeting 7:00PM  Location TBD 

· June 9  —  Annual Club Picnic   Food, Demo, Raffles and Auction 

  Morning workshop with Michael Persiano—Kingsville Boxwood or BYOT 

· July 16  — New Members Meeting 

· Sept 16  —  Club Meeting at Pond House, 7— 9:30    BYOT Workshop 

· Oct 15 —   Club Meeting at Pond House, 7— 9:30     Marco Invernizzi 

· Nov 19  —  Club Meeting at Pond House, 7— 9:30     Program TBD 

 

It has been requested that I include links to an artist’s web page.  The best suggestion I have is to do a google search on the artist 
as a lot of them do not have personal web pages.  A search usually will get you a lot of links to bonsai exhibitions they have at-
tended and have done demos or links to galleries of their personal tress. If they have a web site I will try and list it.    Frank 
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Ramblins from Todd 

Merry Dec. folks- Holiday party time!  

I'm inviting you all over as that may be the only way I get to see you. Life is good but work is absolutely out of control. My trees are 
lucky to get water right now.  

Please bring a reasonable amount of food. No one has to single handedly feed the whole club. If each of us brings food for 10, 
then we will have 9 times more food than we need. If it's a hot dish, please bring it hot. My kitchen is just not built for oven use 
with a crowd. Also, please bring it prepared as even trying to find counter space to work on will be a challenge. Please bring serv-
ing utensils for your dish. Also, please bring auction donations and some mad money to spend at the auction.  

There is plenty of parking behind the house in front of the office. The back gate will be open also.  Please don't block the driveway 
to the parking behind. 

When I last wrote about Oak, The Frame Of Civilization, by William Bryant Logan, I have to admit I hadn't quite finished the book. 
It got even more fascinating. In the last section he got off the historical platform spoke to the horticulture of Oaks on Earth.  

There are evergreen Oaks! Did you know? I didn't. They grow and regrow vascular systems that are more similar to conifers. The 
deciduous varieties of Oak grow vascular systems like deciduous trees. You see deciduous trees grow a very open cell structure 
for the growing season and regrow a tighter network before Winter. It's about fluid transfer efficiencies. Open for the growing sea-
son and tighter for the off season to avoid capillary action shut down. All it takes is one air bubble to disrupt the flow. Conifers tend 
to keep a tight vascular system all year as they continue to grow most of the year and want to avoid air bubbles. 

Some acorns mature and sprout in 1 year. Some in two. It's determined by environmental/geographic needs and keeps Oaks flexi-
ble compared to neighboring competitors. 

You rarely see Oaks in pure or near pure stands, unlike many other trees. Oaks tend to mix themselves with other trees and other 
Oaks to increase diversity and survival. When conditions change, the Pin Oak may have a better survival rate than the Red or 
White Oak nearby. 

Oaks can extend their range very quickly. This is due to an amazing symbiotic relationship with another creature. I'll bet you think 
it's a rodent with a bushy tail, and that would be partially correct. Squirrels do plant alot of Oaks, but only locally to their homes. 
The real partner is a bird that has existed as long as Oaks have. The Jay. In our region, the Blue Jay. All Jays are acorn eaters. In 
fact they are also Oak planters. If there are Oaks, there are Jays. All Jays have pouches in their throats that can hold 3-4 acorns. 
Flying off with yet another acorn in their bills, Jays "squirrel" away many acorns each season and only return to eat a percentage 
of them. More amazingly, Jays tend to hide their booty at environmental change zones. The edge of a yard where it abuts a tall 
grass meadow. The edge of the forest where it opens up to a meadow. At the edge of a meadow where it encounters a stream or 
lake. Please notice that in each case a Jay is dispersing seed far from the tree and in an area with a great promise of full sun and 
often water. 

With the Jay as a proponent, the Oaks were the quickest spreading trees after the last Ice Age receded. 

You can find virtually every leaf type within the Oak family. Every habitat gets the leaf forms that fit it best. Some large and lobed 
to collect sun and transpire vast amounts of water. Others are slim and small to combat evaporation and regulate sun collection. 
Again, you often find different varieties and leaf forms coexisting side by side so that somebody will thrive if there are major cli-
mate changes 

I won't even start on the symbiotic relationship Oaks share with many varieties of small wasps. Read the book to discover why 
every Oak is an ecosystem by itself. 

In pondering the global warming situation, Oaks may once again become one of Mankind's greatest allies. There are many warm 
climate varieties and the Jays will still be at work. Will we be forced to become a Balanoculture (acorn eaters) once more? 
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Refreshment Volunteers for 2006/2007 

Date  1st Person 2nd Person 

December 18 Annual Christmas Party & 
Auction 

Bring a dish 

Jan 15 Sydney Tansi Diana Maj 

Feb 19 LaVerne Carter Sue & Al 

March 19 Dave G Joe Amat 

April 16  Lyn Ward 

May 21 Con Connolly Vreni Caudle 

3rd Person 

 

Jose Warden 

 

Jeff Holmes 

Butch Gudat 

Laura Shaw 

June Annual Club Picnic   

Ramblins from Todd —-  Continued 
In pondering the Blue Jay, I always thought they were fairly nasty birds with a habit of nest raiding and general rudeness to their 
fellow Birdkind. It was Jays that I am suspicious of having driven the Dove out of my San Jose earlier this year. Now, I have to 
admit a new view on these birds. As always, nothing is absolute and everything holds good and bad. So the next time the Jays are 
monopolizing your birdfeeder and generally creating a raucous, try to remember their importance to our ecosystem past and po-
tentially future. 

I hope to see you all at the party! Bring your food, your auction items, some money that's burning a hole in your pocket and your 
warmest holiday smile. If you can't make it and I don't see you, please enjoy and safe and happy holiday season. Ho Ho Ho, T�

Winter Meeting Cancellation Notice 

In case of inclement weather, Channel 3, WFSB will be announcing any cancellations of meetings.  I will also try 
and get emails out in time for everyone to change plans  

 

Hello to all BSGH members, 

     We have gotten a request from North East Expos to do an additional demonstration at the Flower Show in Feb 
2007.  This is your chance to jump in and have some fun teaching the public about bonsai.  They had given us one slot 
and now we have a second spot to do a one hour demonstration at a new demonstration location out amidst the giant 
garden displays.  I’ve been told that they want how-to demonstrations in this area, not just lectures.  There will likely be a 
limited number of chairs and the rest of the crowd will be standing.  I think this means that you would find a larger size 
tree to work on so people could see the plant.  With only one hour to work with, you might pre-wire a number of 
branches, wire a few more, and then do the chopping and bending.      

   Don’t be bashful.  I think that all of us who have done demonstrations at our Annual Show would do fine.  I only got a 
limited number of responses when I requested speakers/demonstrators for our other slots.  If too many people are inter-
ested this time, I’ll flip coins or some such thing and then the others will have first shot at doing something at the Flower 
Show next year.  Once we have a demonstrator, I’ll let you know of their requests for your name, title of demonstration, 
photo, etc.  WE NEED TO HAVE THIS NAILED DOWN IN A FEW DAYS SO WE CAN GET INFORMATION INTO 
THEIR SCHEDULES.  DO NOT DELAY.    

    The time slots are on Friday Feb 23 at 5 PM and on Sunday Feb 25 at 3 PM.  I’ll do one of those and someone else 
can do the other.  Let me know which you prefer.  

 
 Bob Neems 


