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All regular meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of each month at the Pond House at Elizabeth  Park in West Hartford from 
7:00PM -9:30PM. 
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February 19th Meeting and Afternoon Workshop  with Pauline Muth 

 

 
Pauline (www.pfmbonsai.com.) did an afternoon 
workshop on the Principles and Secrets of Sho-
hin and Mame with Shimpaku with seven mem-
bers participating.  Pauline had a nice selection 
of small shipaku and some pines that members 
were able to purchase and work on. Before get-
ting to work Pauline gave a lecture in the finer 
points of shohin and mame bonsai and an over-
view of the styles of bonsai illustrated by using 
Shimpaku. It sure helps if you have small fingers 
to work on these tiny trees�

 

The evening session was our regular 
meeting and the major focus was finaliza-
tion of work assignments for the flower 
show.  Following the business meeting it 
was turned over to Pauline for her presen-
tation on  “How the Principles of Botany 
Effect the Five Bonsai Styles”.  The pres-
entation focused on the use the horticul-
tural knowledge to develop the best of 
each of the five major styles and have 
them grow their best while maintaining the 
style.  Members should bring in trees of 
these styles for illustration and commen-
tary. Unfortunately we dropped the ball 
and we did not have available trees neces-
sary for Pauline to use in showing the five 
styles but Pauline did her usual good jobs. 
She also provided us a copy of the pres-
entation material and Dave will be putting 
that on our home page or you can contact 
me and I will forward to you. 
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Connecticut Flower Show—Feb 22-25, 2007 
Wow, what an exhibit.  There are many kudos to pass out for all those 
involved from the design, set-up, take down, manning the displays. We 
really stepped it up this year with an outstanding display. For those who 
missed it check out Page 6.   Both exhibits generated a lot of positive 
comments from the visitors and hopefully we will add  few friends in 
working with Bonsai. 

 

The board is now looking on a new or improved design for next year  

 

2007 Dues 
 2007 dues are now due.  Please contact Dave as soon as possible if you owe your dues and make Dave’s job a lot easier. 
Dave will happily accept your dues at the meetings. 

March 19 Meeting 
Bernie Gastrich— Developing Pines from Nursery Stoc k 

Bernie will be visiting with us again this spring for a lecture/demo on Developing Pines form Nursery Stock.  Bernie will be bringing 
some of his own trees a for the demo as well as a club tree, a Scots Pine “WaterII”  This is not a demo to miss I especially if you 
have pines in your collection.  Dave will be adding the notes from last years lecture by Bernie club home page. 

 

Mid Atlantic Exhibit Trees  

Anyone interested in having a tree exhibited at the Mid Atlantic Exhibition is required  to bring the tree(s) to this months meeting or 
forward a picture of the tree.  All  of the trees and pictures will be on display and members will have the opportunity to choose the 
three trees that will be exhibited . 

Email pictures to rhneems@sbcglobal.net    or bring picture to the meeting. 

Only trees or pictures brought to the meeting will be accepted for showing at MidAtlantic 

 

MidAtlantic Bonsai Society  

Spring Festival 2007 

 
This year's Spring Festival marks MidAtlantic Bon-
sai Societies' (MABS) Twenty-Fourth Anniversary. 
The Spring Festival will commence Friday evening, 
April 20, 2007 and will continue through Sunday 
afternoon, April 22, 2007, at the Ramada Hotel and 
Conference Center in East Hanover, New Jersey 

A program of renowned International and American 
professional Bonsai artists will perform lecture/
demonstrations, workshops, and critiques of Bonsai 
on display which are provided by MABS member 
clubs. In addition, Bonsai vendors will be on-site 
offering a large selection of Bonsai, Bonsai related 
plants, containers, tools, books, and other supplies 
for purchase.  

This years artist include Robert Steven—Indonesia,  
Guy Guidry—USA and Ted Matson—USA 

If you do not have a registration form see Sully, 
Bob or Diana. Get your registration in early for a 
discounted rate. 

 http://www.midatlanticbonsai.freeservers.com/ 

April 17 Meeting  —  Robert Stevens 

 
Reminder  — This will be the Third Tuesday 

 

There will be an afternoon BYOT workshops at Todd’s from 1PM—
5PM.  Contact Geof to guarantee a spot. 

That will follow by our regular meeting at the Pond House at 7PM and 
Robert will do a Demo on a tropical the club will be providing 
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· Feb 6 -  Board Meeting 7:00PM  Bob’s House in West Hartford 

· Feb 19 —   Club Meeting at Pond House, 7— 9:30   Pauline Muth  -  Basic Botany & 5 Bonsai Styles 

  Afternoon Workshop  @ Pond House 1pm-5pm -  Shohin and Mame Bonsai with Shimpaku and Material  

· Feb 22—25  Hartford Flower Show 

  GHBS  Booth & Display 

· March 6 -  Board Meeting 7:00PM  Todd’ s House 

· March 19 —  Club Meeting at Pond House, 7— 9:30  

  Bernie Gastrich— Developing Pines from Nursery Stock 

· April 3 -  Board Meeting 7:00PM  Location TBD 

· April 17— Tuesday   Club Meeting at Pond House, 7— 9:30  -  Guest Artist    Robert Stevens 

  Afternoon Workshop and Evening Demo/Workshop 

· April 20-22  -  Mid-Atlantic Bonsai Society Conference  http://www.midatlanticbonsai.freeservers.com/ 

· April 28  -  Workshop with Nick Lenz’s 

· May 1 -  Board Meeting 7:00PM  Location TBD 

· May 8  - Special Event  -  Guest Artist  David Benavente 

· May 21 —  Club Meeting at Pond House, 7— 9:30  

  Bring Your Own Tree and wire & tools 

· May 26 & 27 -  Greater Hartford Annual Bonsai Exhibition & Show 

· June 5 -  Board Meeting 7:00PM  Location TBD 

· June 9  —  Annual Club Picnic   Food, Demo, Raffles and Auction 

  Morning workshop with Michael Persiano—Kingsville Boxwood or BYOT 

· July  —    No Board Meeting 

· July 16  — New Members Meeting 

· August  —-  No Board Meeting or Regular Monthly Meeting 

· Sept 4  —  Board Meeting 7:00PM  Location TBD 

· Sept 17  —  Club Meeting at Pond House, 7— 9:30    BYOT Workshop 

· Oct 2 — Board Meeting 7:00PM  Location TBD 

· Oct 15 —   Club Meeting at Pond House, 7— 9:30     Marco Invernizzi 

· Nov 6 —  Board Meeting 7:00PM  Location TBD 

· Nov 19  —  Club Meeting at Pond House, 7— 9:30     Program TBD 

· Dec 4 — Board Meeting 7:00PM  Location TBD 

· Dec 16  —  Annual Christmas Party 
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Ramblins from Todd 

Happy March Folks- Despite the recent cold, the Weather Channel reports a warm up to follow. That and Daylight 
Savings make one believe Spring isn't too far off. With it our many tasks getting into the next growing season. The 
need for pots, supplies and material become paramount. 

Here's a way to solve that problem. Go to the Midatlanic Festival. The vendor area is always great. As a regional, 
club organized show, the vendors expect bonsai club members at all levels and cater to the attendees. You name it, 
they got it. And with fellow club members at your side, you can get a second opinion or 12 about that $200 tree 
you're eyeing. Beginners, take advantage of the fact your friends are here and talk to the more experienced members 
about your intended purchases. Most of them have found the deals in years past. 

This is always a good show, but a particularly great show if it's your first show. Close to home, other club members 
going, reasonable price and hotel, and the opportunity to car pool. The line up this year is great. Our guest artist of a 
couple years ago, Guy Guidry, a really talented artist will be sure to enlighten and amaze. I saw Robert Stevens in 
Washington. Really great. Sure, he's coming to the club, you can see him there. But remember, at the convention 
you'll be hearing the lectures and meeting the person. Having an understanding of  the artist before our club gig 
really rounds out an opportunity to then actually work with the artist. Much better than just meeting for the first time. 

So, not only go to the convention, sign up for the last couple spots at the club workshop. 

The last artist, Ted Matson, I don't know much about. He does however come highly recommended by our friend 
John, The Saikei Man. That usually works for me. 

If you're still searching for a reason to attend, keep in mind our club is a founding member of the organization. Many 
moons ago, along with other clubs in the region, we donated seed money and formed a board of volunteers compris-
ing all involved clubs. This board in turn activated the membership to attend and run this event and open it to the 
public. We as a club have duties at the registration table, tree sitting in the formal exhibit, selling raffles, and helping 
with setting up and taking down the formal exhibit. None of these activities is too taxing when we have many hands 

What the club gets in return, beyond a weekend hoot and a half, is a portion of the proceeds from the convention. 
The distribution of funds occurs in two ways, one portion being return on investment. The remainder is divided by 
club member attendance. The more who attend and the longer you stay earns us a higher distribution. This is not to 
be overlooked. One year we bolstered our treasury by almost $1200! It was the attendance.  

Here's some other tips for newer members.  Sign up for the exhibit critiques. Do as many as you can. They are much 
cheaper than a workshop and the information is terrific. The critiques not only cover the trees, but also the pots, 
stands and accents. The critiques will give you a serious overview very quickly. Another suggestion is how to spend 
your money. Over the years I've seen a lot of our beginners come home with a bunch of cheap sticks in pots. If you 
come home with half a dozen, you probably spent enough to get one nicer piece of material. Reign yourself in and 
look for the best tree you can get. Go for quality, not quantity.  

If you're not sure, get some advise. 

Buying pots. It's easy to buy a pot you like. It's often overlooked whether you have a tree for that pot. If you have a 
tree in mind that's ready for a great pot, plan ahead. Bring some measurements. Better yet, bring the tree, it's that 
close by. 

Ok, if that's not enough reasons to go, I heard rumor it's a Sara Rayner year 

I checked out a few trees down South last weekend. Here's some pics. (see next page) 

See you at the meeting. T 
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Ramblins from Todd  — Continued 
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Refreshment Volunteers for 2006/2007 

Date  1st Person 2nd Person 3rd Person 

Feb 19 LaVerne Carter Sue & Al  

March 19 Dave G Joe Amat Jeff Holmes 

April 16  Lyn Ward Butch Gudat 

May 21 Con Connolly Vreni Caudle Laura Shaw 

June Annual Club Picnic   

Winter Meeting Cancellation Notice 

In case of inclement weather, Channel 3, WFSB will be announcing any cancellations of meetings.  I will also try 
and get emails out in time for everyone to change plans  


