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All regular meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of each month from 7:00PM -9:30PM. 
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                             IMPORTANT MEETING INFO 
Meeting date—  May 19th Regular time 7:00pm 

Meeting place —  William J. Pitkin Community Center (Wethersfield Co mmunity Center)  30 Greenfield 
Street, Wethersfield, CT    (860) 721-2950. See bel ow for directions 

 

TRAVELING NORTH ON I-91: 

 Take Exit 24 

At End of Ramp - Go Right onto Silas Deane Highway 
(Rt. 99) 

 At Approximately 2.7 Miles (11th traffic light), take a 
Left onto Nott Street. 

 After Stop Sign, take your Second Right onto Folly 
Brook Boulevard. 

 Take First Right onto Greenfield Street.  Community 
Center is on your Right 

TRAVELING  SOUTH ON I-91: 

 Take Exit 28 For Route 5 and 15 (Berlin Turnpike Weth-
ersfield-Newington). 

 Take Exit 85 (99 South Wethersfield - Rocky Hill). 

At 3rd Traffic Light (Nott Street), take a Right. 

After Stop Sign, take 2nd Right onto Folly Brook Blvd. 

Take 1st Right onto Greenfield Street.  Center is on 
Right. 

May 19th Meeting with Pedro Morales  

Guest Artist Pedro Morales     http://www.pedrojmorales.com/index.html 

Pedro comes to us from Puerto Rico and is the owner/operator of Jardin Selecto Bonsai Studio an has over 300 
trees in his personnel collection. Pedro mainly works on tropical trees in his native country. He has been a headliner 
at three World Bonsai Friendship Federation conventions, in 1993; 2001; and 2005. With six trees in the JAL World 
Bonsai Contest, he has competed in the very highest echelons of bonsai!  

 

Evening meeting begins at 7:00 PM with a Presentation and a demo on a Ficus 

Afternoon workshop 1pm-5pm at the Wethersfield Community Center. Openings remain. Silent observers are also 
welcome. 

Contact Geof  at  gdholmes86@msn.com or 413-229-8874 to reserve a spot. 
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Upcoming Events  

Upcoming Open Houses 

These will be a member’s houses and 
are BYOT, wire and tools or just come 
and sit around and talk about bonsai 

 

June 29th — Dave & Vreni’s 

Sept ?? —  Diana’s 

Open house on May 17.   
 
     Bob and Maureen will host an open house and plant sale on Saturday May 17, 9 AM to whenever.  Sunday May 
18 will be the rain day.  
     Club members are welcome to bring plants to get the advice of others and to work on if desired.   
     Burgers and dogs will be available.   
     BRING LAWNCHAIRS.  We may need more work tables, so it would be helpful if a few people would bring along 
a table.    
    The plant sale.  What has been obvious to others has become obvious to Bob and Maureen.  They have far too 
many plants.  A large number of plants will be up for sale at the open house.   
     Painting of the “Green Monster.”  The Green Monster was created by club member Al Tarbell about 15-20 years 
ago and it has puzzled, amused, and infuriated many who have assembled it for use at our annual show.  The 
Green Monster and other assorted stands etc are badly in need of a coat of paint.  Please consider arriving early to 
help drag the Monster out of the attic and apply some paint so it can dry and be returned to the attic by the end of 
the day.       
     If you plan to attend, please notify Bob at rhneems@sbcglobal.net so he can keep a tally and so you can get 
directions if needed.   
 
  Hot off the presses.  I just found out that my st reet will be closed between 9 AM and about 10:30 on  Satur-
day May 17, the date of my open house.  There will be a foot race on the street during this time.  So,  I guess 
the open house does not start until 10:30 AM.  

    We could start the painting at 9AM if people pa rk on side streets or if they arrive before 9 AM an d 
squeeze into my driveway.   

Bob 
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Elizabeth Rose Garden Weekend 

June 21-22 

 

Elizabeth Park will hold their annual Rose Garden 
weekend on June 21 & 22nd, We have been invited 
again to set up a display and hand out info on bonsai, or 
club and our annual show. Dianna & Vreni will be head-
ing this up and will be looking for people to help out or 
come down and work on a tree. Usually all the flowers 
are in bloom and the park looks really beautiful and his 
a great way to spend part of the day. So, Come on 
down 
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June 7th  GHBS Annual Picnic 

Our annual picnic will be held on Saturday June 7th from 9:30am—4:30pm at Sanctuary Bonsai, otherwise known 
as Todd’s place. The schedule for the day will be: 

9:30AM—12PM  Open House BYOT workshop (great time to get those trees ready for the show) 

11:00AM  Garden Tour (If you haven’t seen it, don’t miss it) 

12PM—1:30PM  Lunch and social     

 The club will provide hot dogs, hamburgers, kielbasa and soda drinks.   Everyone is encouraged to 
 bring a side dish, appetizer or desert. 

2 PM —4 PM Club Auction 

 We will again have our annual auction. So look over your bonsai materials for items you would like to 
 donate. Our two auctions go along way to helping us bring in featured artists at our meetings. So bring 
 your items to donate as well as your checkbooks. 

Everyone is encouraged to bring their own chair.  

This event will be held Rain or Shine. 

For directions contact Todd at promo1@conversent.net or myself 

 

Brooklyn Botanical Trip  -  August 2nd 

Geof has been in touch with Julian Velasco curator of the 
bonsai collection and C.V. Starr Bonsai Museum at the 
Brooklyn Botanical Gardens and has been able to set us 
up with a visit  that will include a behind the scene tour of 
their Bonsai collection which should be quite an experi-
ence in itself. 

Geof is currently trying to set up bus transportation. The 
price will be approximately $30—$45 per person which 
includes transportation, entrance fee and  tour. The more 
people that sign up the cheaper it will cost for the bus 
transportation. Contact Geof ASAP so he can firm up all 
the plans. If we do not get enough people for the bus we 
will have to car pool it.You will need to bring your own 
lunch or there is a place on the grounds to buy lunch. 

 

Read more about Julian and the history of the bonsai collection at   

http://www.bbg.org/exp/curatorscorner/bonsai.html 

Brooklyn Botanic Garden's extensive bonsai collection has long been considered one of the finest in the world. The 
collection's approximately 350 trees comprise the second oldest collection in the country and one of the largest on 
public display outside Japan, with as many as 30 specimens on exhibit at any given time. Cold-temperate trees 
form the core of the collection, which also includes indoor trees that are tropical, subtropical, Mediterranean, or 
warm-temperate in origin. 



�

��������	���	�
· Jan 8  —  Board Meeting 7:00PM  Location  

· Jan 21 —  Club Meeting at Pond House, 7— 9:30  Trash to Treasure  

· Feb 5 —  Board Meeting 7:00PM  Location TBD 

· Feb 18 —  Club Meeting at Pond House, 7— 9:30    Tropical Workshop    

· February 21 - 24  Connecticut Flower Show   GHBS bonsai display  www.ctflowershow.com/index.html 

· March 4 —  Board Meeting 7:00PM  Location Dave & Vreni’s 

· March 16 —  BYOT tree workshop with Nick Lenz at Todd’s  9am-5pm 

· March 17 —  Club Meeting at Elmwood Community Center, 7— 9:30    Winter Pruning Deciduous and BYOT 

· April 1  —  Board Meeting 7:00PM  Todd’s House 

· April 7—  Club  Meeting & Afternoon Workshop Location Wethersfield Community Center   

  Min Hsuan Lo, MABS Artist     http://artofbonsai.org/forum/viewtopic.php?t=855 

· April 11-13  — Mid-Atlantic Bonsai Conference  www.midatlanticbonsai.freeservers.com 

· May 6 —  Board Meeting 7:00PM  Todd’s House 

· May 17 —  Open House and Workday —  Bob & Maureen’s  West Hartford, CT 

· May 19 — Club Meeting and Afternoon Workshop at Wethersfield Community Center , 7— 9:30  

  Guest Artist Pedro Morales     http://www.pedrojmorales.com/index.html 

· June 3 —  Board Meeting 7:00PM  Location TBD 

· June 7 —  GHBS Annual Picnic 

· June 19 -28  American Bonsai Society Learning Seminar   San Antonio, Tx.  http://www.absbonsai.org 

· June 21-22 — Rose Garden Weekend at Elizabeth Park  —  Bonsai display  

· June 29 —  Open House at Dave & Vreni’s  Kensington , CT 

· July 1  —  Board Meeting 7:00PM  Location TBD 

· July 12  - 13  —  GHBS Annual Show  -  Pond House, Elizabeth Park 

· July 21  —  Club  Meeting New Member workshop and B YOT  

· Aug 2  -  Road trip to New York Botanical Garden 

· Sept  2  —  Board Meeting 7:00PM  Location TBD 

· Sept  15 —  Club  Meeting & Afternoon Workshop Location Wethersfield Community Center   
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Snacks & Refreshments 
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Happy May everyone-  

Great month of the year for Bonsai folk. Lily and I have perpetual dirt under our finger nails and are pretty pleased 
about it. The nursery is extra beautiful at this time. Everyone is welcome to visit, just give a call first to assure we're 
here. 860-849-2323.  (attached shots of the nursery) 

 

We're also digging up some very cool stock for future sale. (attached shots of Trident Maple, Mugo Pine and Austrian 
Stone Pine). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diana asked at the last board meeting if I would do a discussion on preparing 
trees for exhibition. However, our next and last meeting before the exhibition is 
guest artist Pedro Morales. I certainly don't want to rain on his parade. We're 
lucky to have him. Thanks to our friend John Cattagio and Geoff for collaborating 
and getting a great artist like Pedro here in Hartford. Don't miss this meeting!!! 
Pedro knows his stuff and is a gentleman in the Bonsai community. Lily has been 
to his nursery and was very impressed! 

So, back to the exhibition. Please read the article below prepared and presented 
before last year's exhibition. It's all there. Do your best and have fun. T 
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Preparing Bonsai for Exhibition 

 

1.  A week before the exhibition, spray your trees (excepting Succulents, Redwoods, and Alpine Fir) with 
horticultural oil or a mild all purpose pest killer. We need to help each other protect our trees. Please 
don’t bring any chemical sprays to the show. 

2. Assuming that proper grooming of the tree has been on going, simply spruce up your tree with a quick 
prune. Remove all previous stubs left to die back the last time you pruned. Clean the trunk and 
branches as required, to remove dirt or algae and also clean any deadwood. Remember, if you choose 
to lime sulpher the jins and sharis on Conifers, allow up to a week for the yellow to fade. If it’s dead-
wood on deciduous trees, use teak oil to freshen the deadwood if required. Allow a few days for it to 
thoroughly soak in and loose the shine. 

3.  Clean the pot. 

If glazed, usually a quick wipe with a wet cloth will do. If the pot has a lip, make especially sure this is 
clean and the soil meets the perimeter of the pot well with nothing spilling over. Carefully scrap off any cal-
cium build-up. 

If un-glazed, wash the pot and apply Camellia oil or other non-machine oil to the pot to bring out its luster. 
Apply lightly. If there are calcium build-ups, burnish them off with a fine grit tool cleaning block or super 
fine steel-wool and then oil the pot.  

1. Check the moss and refresh as required. Prepare the moss by scraping off most of the soil from below 
and taking out any weeds or other debris. Apply where needed. The moss shouldn’t look lumpy or re-
cently applied. Make the effort to give it the look of always having been there by planting it in at soil 
level. 

2.  Clean and resurface the soil. Depending on the tree, consider removing the top one quarter inch of 
the regular potting medium and resurfacing with a more appropriate mix. Sometimes the fineness of 
Shohin soil is correct, other times an Akadama surface is attractive. Evaluate what color soil compli-
ments your tree and pot. A uniform surface appears more realistic than a mixed medium surface. 

3. Regarding wiring: If your tree must be shown with wire on, assure that the wiring is proper and neat. 
Consider removing the wire and using a guy wires instead if the small branches have taken their set. If 
any wires can be removed to show the tree with less wire, do so. When wiring think ahead to showing. 
Don’t mix copper and aluminum wire on the same tree. They weather to different colors and the wiring 
can become distracting.  

4. Carefully consider your presentation. Do you have an appropriate stand? Does your tree best display 
on a stand? Do you need a scroll, an accent, or a viewing stone for your presentation to be truly appre-
ciated? If you chose to follow traditional criteria��do so. Know what’s appropriate. If you chose to devi-
ate, be creative and have fun. 

5. Label everything you bring to the show with your name and phone #, especially stands and stones. 

6. Don’t be shy about exhibiting. Doing so is the only way to learn to do it well. We hope the club will be 
well represented by all the members. If you don’t have a show-worthy tree as yet, show a tree in train-
ing at the designated table.  


