All reqular business meeting are held on the 3rd Monday of each month at the Pond House at Elizabeth Park in

"HH

$ % &

Dues Reminder

2006 Membership
dues are due. If you
are unsure check with
Dave B at the next
meeting.

West Hartford from 7:00PM -9:30PM

Wow! What a great Christmas party and turn out. The highlight of the
business meeting was the election of officers for the upcoming year. Bob
N will continue as President, Diana M as Secretary and Dave B as the
Treasurer. Noticeable missing is the office of Vice President & Program
Coordinator (see Todd's Message). Looking for a volunteer.

| am sure no one went hungry with the great variety of food both the hot
and cold dishes and great desserts.

A great thanks to all those who donated items for the auction from pots
plants, afgans, jewelry to name a few. Thanks to Dave B for doing a fine
job as auctioneer and the spirited bidders to help build up our treasury
as well as do some Christmas shopping. By this type of continuing sup-
port we are able to help promote our learning programs

A special thanks to Todd & the kitties for open his house to host this
good time. Of course | think the kitties were happy to see everyone
leave

Bernie Gastrich will visit us at the January meeting to lecture on Pines. | encourage you to bring
your pines to the meeting. Bernie started in bonsai over 30 years ago and still has some of his
original pines. There probably won't be time for critiques, but it sure would give Bernie material to
see and reference. I've seen some of Bernie's Pines exhibited at MidAtlantic. Fabulous! If you're
pining for answers, this will be the meeting where you can get them.

To find out more about Bernie visit www.yamakibonsai.org. Check through the newsletters and
you'll find images of Bernie and his trees, and columns he's written for the YamakKi newsletter.

Todd



West Hartford 4th Annual Orchid Show.
February 18th & 19th (Sat & Sun)

This is our first invitation to set up a table top display at
their show. This should be a good opportunity to p ro-
mote the study and art of bonsai. We will be distr  ibuting
GHBS flyers and bonsai literature to promote the cl ub
and the art of bonsai as well as our upcoming show and
new member/beginner workshop that will be take plac e
at our July meeting. Hopefully we can also add som e
members to our club. Todd or Bob will have more inf 0
on requirements for members to help set up/teardown

and staff the display

Connecticut Flower & Garden Show— Feb 23—26 (Thu rsday—Sunday)

We will be setting up a smaller display this year in the Federated Garden Club educational exhibit
area. This will be a judged event Todd is looking for volunteers to staff the exhibit to answer bonsai
inquiries, promote the club and the art of Bonsai as well as hand out club promotions. This will be an
educational exhibit. Bob is working on the educational part. Todd is looking for a good sized tropical
that has been recently wired so the public can view wiring. See Todd to volunteer to staff booth at the
next meeting. Volunteers can access the show at no charge but you need to sign up ahead of time to
get your name on the list. Everyone is require to pay for parking.

Interesting Seminars sponsored by the Federated Gar  den Club of Connecticut

Saturday, 02/25/2006 at 5:30 PM

Demystifying Bonsai - New England Bonsai Gardens

Sunday, 02/26/2006 at 11:30 AM

Bonsai, Illusion & Reality - Todd Hansen of Greater Hartford Bonsai Society

MidAtlantic Bonsai Societies
2006 Spring Festival

This years Spring Festival will mark the Twenty-Third

“Dead Tress are the tuition Anniversary. The festivities will commence Friday eve-
you pay for learning ning, April 21, 2006 and will continue through Sunday

afternoon, April 23, 2006 at the Ramada Hotel and

Bonsai” Conference Center in East Hanover, NJ.

John Naka

Sully will be distributing the info/registration material at
the Jan meeting and mailing to those who are unable
to attend the meeting.




January 16 — Club Meeting with Bernie Gastrich — Pine Lecture at the
Pond House

February 7 — Board Meeting at Todd’s 7:00PM
February 20 — Club Meeting at the Pond House , 7— 9:30
Soil Making and Repotting
March 7 — Board Meeting 7:00PM Location TBD
March 18-19 — West Hartford’s 4th Annual Orchid Show
March 20 — Club meeting at Pond House Arthur Skolnic (subject TBD)
Monday BYOT workshop at Todd’s 1:00PM-5:00PM
April4 — Board Meeting 7:00PM. Location TBD
April 17 — Club Meeting at the Pond House , 7— 9:30
Monday afternoon workshop 1:00PM-5:00PM, location TBD
April 21-23 — MidAtlantic Bonsai Convention— East Hanover, NJ

May 2 —  Board Meeting 7:00PM Location TBD
May 15 — Club Meeting at the Pond House , 7— 9:30
BYOT Workshop
June 6 — Board Meeting 7:00PM Location TBD
????? —  Club Picnic ( date, guest artist, and location TBD)

There is no regular meeting at the pond house this month
June 17 & 18 — Rose Garden Weekend at Elizabeth Park
Club will have an exhibit under the tent
July 4 — Board Meeting ????
July 15 & 16 — Annual GHBS Exhibition at the Pond House
July 17 — Club Meeting at the Pond House — Beginners BYOT

Refreshment Volunteers for 2006
Date 1st Person 2nd Person
January 16 Vreni B-C Frank B
February 20 Ann Raymond & Bob David G
March 20 Laura S Jose A
April 17 Al G Geofrey H
May 16 Jan W Victoria & Yuliya
June 20 Diana M
July 17 Jeff C Lyn W
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Happy January 06 everyone! A New Year with new opportunities!

I made a resolution that | could keep again this year. | resolved to purchase some new specimen quality
pre-bonsai, and have already fulfilled my vow | saw Colin Lewis and Mike Levin and crossed that reso-
lution right off the list. | highly recommend this resolution. There’s no pressure. No risk of failure. No
self recriminations required (well ...... unless you Kkill it).

We still have a spot open for VP and Events Coordinator. After a year and a half, | do need relief. Any-
one interested, please contact me and | will get you started. The schedule is almost set through out the
year 2006, we can actually start on next year! If you have an email, you have all the tools you need to
do this job.

Jan 10 at the New haven club meeting, Jack Hoover will be giving a pottery demonstration. If you've
never worked clay, here’s your chance. Once Jack’s shown the basics, he’s always looking for ambi-
tious volunteers willing to get their hands dirty.

| want to thank everyone who joined us at the Christmas party. The food was unbelievable! The kitties
and | ate leftovers for a week. Everyone was also very generous with the auction items. | have not
heard a figure yet, but we did well. Us supporting US! Go figure! Also, to everyone who helped clean up
afterwards, my sincerest thanks.

Hopefully you all appreciate the new look to the newsletter. As | am just drafting this column, | haven't
seen the new look yet. However based on the sample created previously I'm comfortable saying in ad-
vance, nice job Frank

Happy New Year everyone! T

Meeting Cancellation Notices

In case of inclement weather check WFSB, Channel 3 for cancellation of a regular schedule
meeting. Bob will also send out e-mail to all those on GHBS e-mail list.




